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Media Release               February 28, 2019 
 

Kühne Foundation to initiate “Kuehne Center for Sustainable 

Globalisation” at the University of Zurich 

The non-profit Kühne Foundation extends its existing funding areas – logistics, 

medicine and culture – with a new funding focus. The establishment of the “Kühne 

Center for Sustainable Globalisation” at the University of Zurich’s Department of 

Economics will go alongside with the funding of a “Professorship for International 

Trade” as of April 1, 2019. The aim is to provide decision-makers and the public  

with scientifically sound information about the mechanisms and implications of 

globalisation and to present new answers to current challenges in global trade. 

Today, a return to protectionism that might not have been considered possible is 
becoming tangible, threatening the established order of global trade with a dangerous 
crisis and putting future growth and prosperity at risk. The new protectionism thrives on 
the fertile soil of skepticism about globalisation, which has been increasing steadily since 
the economic crisis of 2008/2009 and is now even spreading through countries that have 
traditionally been trade-friendly. Calls to turn away from global processes are becoming 
louder, to the point that global trade is now at risk of reaching a stalemate. 

In turbulent times like these, thought leaders are needed to bring sound, reliable 
information to the globalisation debate, thereby lending it greater objectivity, and to identify 
new approaches to master the challenges of global trade. For this purpose, the Kühne 
Foundation in cooperation with the Department of Economics at the University of Zurich 
initiates the “Kühne Centre for Sustainable Globalisation”, with the “Professorship for 
International Trade” at its core.  

Prof. Dr. h.c. Klaus-Michael Kühne, President of the Board of Trustees of the Kühne 
Foundation: “As a logistics entrepreneur and donor, I have experienced that the entire 
global economy benefits substantially from globalisation. However, there is a real need  
for information and for action given that there is, at present, an increasing move away 
from free trade. Regulations on the movement of goods, capital and services and on 
commercial law that have become unworkable need to be reformed. With the University of 
Zurich and its renowned Department of Economics, the Kühne Foundation has found an 
ideal partner to identifying solutions for sustainable globalisation.”  

“With its research, the University of Zurich aims to contribute to the discussion about the 
critical issues of our times,” explains Prof. Dr. Michael Hengartner, President of the 
University of Zurich. “Globalisation shapes our daily lives in many different ways. Thanks  
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to this collaboration, we will be able to further expand the research field of international 
trade at the Department of Economics and lay the foundations for a political and social 
discussion about future models of global trade.” 

 

 

 

About the Kühne Foundation 
The non-profit Kühne Foundation, based in Schindellegi, Switzerland, was established by the 
Kühne family in 1976. Prof. Dr. h.c. Klaus-Michael Kühne is the President of the Kühne 
Foundation, which is an operative organisation. The deed of the Foundation is support for training, 
further education, scholarships and research in the fields of transport and logistics as well as 
global trade. In addition, the Kühne Foundation supports medical, cultural and charity projects.   
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